
The municipality

Horcajo de la Sierra is located in the southern foothills of the Sierra de Ayllón, in the Sierra Norte 
Region of Madrid. It perches on a cornice overlooking the Del Valle Creek, although the main water 
course of the area is the Madarquillos River, where trout (Salmo trutta), barbel (Barbus sp.), carp 
(Cyprinus carpio) and several frog species can be found. The municipality occupies a 20,600 km2 
area comprised by two urban settlements, Horcajo de la Sierra and Aoslos. As is the case with 
many of the villages of the Middle Lozoya River Valley, their history was determined by the Señorío 
de Buitrago history.  

Although the exact date of the first settlement is unknown, it is probable that the decision to settle 
the area was for defensive –as it is perched on a hilltop overlooking the valley and what was then 
the only roadway communicating the region with the northern part of the Iberian peninsula– and 
ranching purposes, given the abundant rich pastures of the region. In fact, during the XIII century, 
the communally held pastures were under the rule of the Villa de Buitrago. The territory is criss-
crossed by eight royally endowed sheep drover’s roads –the most representative being the Cañada 
Real Segoviana or “Segovian Merino Sheep Road”, the Cañada de la Risca and the Cañada del 
Cerro– and by an extensive network of rural ways that are now used as paths by hikers, bicyclist 
and horse riders. These paths traverse areas of great natural beauty and incalculable ecological 
value. The rugged orography characteristic of the terrain creates marked differences in altitude in 
a relatively small area that provide for an abundant and significant diversity of flora and fauna. The 
predominant vegetation is Quercus pirenaica, the characteristic “robles melojos” oaks clustered in 
extensive woodlands, and the native walnut tree (Juglans regia). There are some centenary speci-
mens, such as the “Nogal del Cruce” (the Crossroads Walnut Tree), declared Singular Tree by the 
Madrid Regional Government. The landscape is a mosaic of forest, agricultural and pasture lands 
delimited by hedges made of the remnants of the original holm oak and gum cistus association 
(Quercus ilex and Cistus ladanifer).

Sheep ranching, however, was the force that shaped both the landscape and popular architecture, 
determining the urban development trends of the settlements in this area, characterized by short 
and windy streets flanked by one story houses, corrals, hay barns and cattle pens made of the 
typical drywall masonry made of granitic gneiss –the local stone– roofed with clay tiles. The very 
characteristic shoeing frames still standing also attest to the cattle ranching past of the area. 

Horcajo de la Sierra developed around the San Pedro in Cathedra Church located at the southern 
end of the original settlement. The church is also made of drywall and brick trimmed by ashlar stone 
corners and was built in the XV century. It has a linteled entrance, a nave with elevated choir on 
the narthex end and a polygonal apse abutting the belfry tower. As the village continued expanding 
southwards, developing an urban center along the Calle Mayor, the old town was left on the north 
side, something that was made more evident when the Calle de la Carretera –the current access 
to the A-1 highway– was opened.

Three kilometers southeast, on a plain surrounded by meadows dotted by ash trees (Fraxinus an-
gustifolia), rustic melojo oaks and orchards lies Aoslos, the other village. The first written historical 
reference to Aoslos dates back to 1752, when Horcajo residents settled the site. It grew along the 
Calle Real, which continues to be its vertebrating axis and where the San Isidro church was built in 
1936 with irregularly cut limestone. The church has the traditional rustic aspect of the area of the 
local architecture and it is topped by a belfry.

For more information: www.horcajodelasierra-aoslos.es - www.horcajodelasierra.org

The dehesa boyal in horcajo de la sierra 

La Casa del Médico 
rural apartments
Carretera, 62
28755 Horcajo de la Sierra
Tel. 91 868 65 43 / 649 542 037
www.lasonrisadelgnomo.com
info@lasonrisadelgnomo.com

Las Escuelas rural apartments
Carretera, 40
28755 Horcajo de la Sierra
Tel. 91 868 65 43 / 649 542 037
www.lasonrisadelgnomo.com
info@lasonrisadelgnomo.com

El Descanso rural apartments
Real, 10
28755 Aoslos (Horcajo de la Sierra)
Tel. 91 868 65 43 / 649 542 037
www.lasonrisadelgnomo.com
info@lasonrisadelgnomo.com

El Pajar de Aoslos apartments
Plazuela, 2
28755 Aoslos (Horcajo de la Sierra)
Tel. 645 830 718
www.elpajardeaoslos.com
sierramadrid@elpajardeaoslos.com

Ronrehondo restaurant
Mayor, 1
28755 Horcajo de la Sierra 
Tel. 91 868 66 23

Los Cerezos hotel and restaurant
Ctra. Madrid-Irún, km 87,800
28755 Horcajo de la Sierra
Tel. 91 869 90 06
www.grupocerem.com
info@grupocerem.com

establishments

The old doctor’s house –dating to 1957 is an example of the traditional architecture of the area that 
has been converted to rural apartments– is the starting point of this 5,900 km circular route that 
goes through the splendid Dehesa Boyal of Horcajo de la Sierra, an sparse oak woodland where 
cattle is pastured. The first 1,305 km of the route are traversed on the M-141 road, and although 
cars are few and far between the hikers should be cautious and always walk on the left side of the 
road –it is mandatory for pedestrians walking on roads–.

The remaining route goes through a rural path hedged by great blackberry bushes (Rubus frutico-
sus), called the Camino del Canal. This path ends in the dehesa and from there the hiker will walk 
amongst the oaks (Quercus pyrenaica) of the typical sparse woodland. These “dehesas boyales” 
are pastures dotted with trees where the villagers take their cattle to graze. They are usually near 
the villages and are surrounded by communally owned lands. The name “boyal” is a version of 
“buey”, or ox, because older herds used to be composed mostly of gelded bulls. As soon as we 
reach the dehesa we need to move towards the left side until, a few meters later, we will see a 
crossroads.
 
Finally we will reach a site known as “La Fresneda”, because the predominant tree here is the ash 
tree or “fresno” (Fraxinus angustifolia) that grows next to the drinking trough where the cattle comes 
to drink. We will see some corrals and barns and a livestock chute used to isolate individuals for 
veterinary or other reasons. In the distance we can see the village of Robregordo. At this point we 
have reached the end of the route and we can return to Horcajo de la Sierra.

The way to the Fresneda is perfectly signaled by wooden markers, but the return route to Horcajo 
de la Sierra is not, however the lay of the land makes it impossible to miss the way.

Info sheet:
Access: exit the A-1 highway on exit 
85 to continue on the M-141 road to 
Horcajo de la Sierra. After passing num-
ber 62 of the Calle de la Carretera, La 
Casa del Médico (the doctor’s house), 
continue on the same road towards the 
village of Madarcos until you reach the 
last houses of the village.
Itinerary: circular route.
Difficulty: medium.
Distance: 5,900 km. 
Duration: 2 hours and 30 minutes.
Height difference: 175 m.
Recommended time of de year: 
Spring, Summer and Fall. 

Consejería de Economía y Hacienda
Tourist information: 902100007
Madrid general information: 012

e-mail: turismo@madrid.org
www.madrid.org
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Other routes in the collection:

 Urban route through Horcajo de la Sierra

 The dehesa boyal in Horcajo de la Sierra

1

M-141

3
UTM: E 451096 N 4546424

After traversing 130 meters we will 
leave this road to continue on the 
rural path that starts on the left, the 
Camino del Canal, hedged on both 
sides by low stone fences covered 
in brambles.

2
UTM: E 450950 N 4546418

From here, take the M-141 road 
towards Madarcos to leave Horca-
jo de la Sierra.

4
UTM: E 451371 N 4546641

After traversing 375 meters we 
will come upon a crossroads. The 
hiker must keep straight ahead for 
the entire route.  

6
UTM: E 451833 N 4547330

We find the Dehesa Boyal, the 
communal pasture, delimited by 
two stone fences. Access to the 
pasture is forbidden for non-au-
thorized vehicles. Immediately insi-
de the dehesa we should turn left. 

5
UTM: E 451617 N 4547106

About 540 meters later, we will arri-
ve to a structure belonging to the 
Canal del Isabel II, a water channel 
that crosses a large part of Castille 
supplying water to the dryer areas. 
At this point we must turn right.

9
UTM: E 452013 N 4548257

The Fresneda is the area in the De-
hesa Boyal where the cattle goes 
to drink at the trough canopied 
by ash trees, where the place got 
its name. We will also see some 
corrals and barns and a livestock 
chute used to isolate individuals 
for veterinary or other reasons. In 
the distance we can see the village 
of Robregordo. 

7
UTM: E 451861 N 4547372

We find another crossroads. The 
route begins to ascend on the left 
path, which is the one we should 
take.

8
UTM: E 452018 N 4548113

After a walk of about 830 meters 
under the oaks, the path bifurca-
tes again. To reach the Fresneda 
we should take the left option. It 
will take us back to Horcajo de la 
Sierra. For those who would like 
to continue, the path on the right 
continues upwards, ascending to 
the Monte Hueco, a hill covered 
in large oaks and abundant holly 
trees.

12
UTM: E 451973 N 4546559

From here the way goes down to 
the M-141 road. We will take a 
right on this road and again the 
hiker is reminded to be extremely 
cautious, because there is car 
traffic on the road, and follow the 
rules of the road.

10
UTM: E 451873 N 4547407

From the Fresneda the hiker will 
retrace their steps until reaching 
Point 7, and from there will conti-
nue on the main forest path, that 
veers to the left.  

11
UTM: E 451953 N 4546862

After walking 750 meters under the 
oaks we will see one of the exits of 
the Dehesa. 

13
UTM: E 451537 N 4546306

Take a right on the next crossroads 
and follow the sign that will take 
you back to Horcajo de la Sierra.

14
UTM: E 451307 N 4546364

The municipal sports center will be 
on our right when we are walking 
on the road. 

15
UTM: E 451155 N 4546429

After 180 meters we will have re-
ached Point 2. From there we will 
return to the old doctor’s house. 
At this point the itinerary has been 
completed and we can continue 
on the road.  
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1
UTM: E 450950 N 4546418

The old doctor’s house, on Calle 
de la Carretera 62, dates back to 
1957 and is a prime example of 
the traditional architectural style. It 
has been converted to rural apart-
ments distributed in two rectangu-
lar stories accessed by a dintelled 
porticoed entrance. S

T
A

R
T

130 m

375 m

540 m

375 m

70 m

250 m

750 m

260 m

180 m

The dehesa boyal in horcajo de la sierra

325 m

575 m

830 m

1,080 km


